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 On behalf of the UIUC Chapter of the American Association of University Professors, I 
welcome you to this Open Meeting.  We are fortunate to have former Illinois Governor James 
R. Edgar with us today as our speaker. 
  
 It is not required that you be a member of AAUP or plan to join in order to attend and 
participate in this meeting.  But for those interested in joining, we have handouts available with 
information about the AAUP and on how you can become a member.  If you have any ques-
tion, please see us after this meeting or email Harry Hilton at h-hilton@illinois@edu. 
  
 For over half a century the UIUC AAUP Chapter, among the most influential in the U.S., 
has played a major role in strengthening shared governance on this campus.  Our current Uni-
versity Statutes contain important guarantees of academic freedom and tenure - considered to 
be among the strongest for public universities - and these provisions were developed by the 
campus Senate in response to AAUP censure of the University of Illinois because the Universi-
ty’s guarantees of academic freedom and tenure in the 1960s were unsatisfactory. 
 
 We continue this role today.  This year Chapter officers have consulted frequently with 
campus leaders concerning the removal of the University from the AAUP concerning the re-
moval of the University from the AAUP censure list and other issues such as criminal back-
ground checks policy and shared governance.  Our policy committee also meets at regular in-
tervals with university and campus administrators, such as President Killeen, Vice President 
Pierre, Chancellor Wilson, Provost Feser and Vice-Provost Benmamoun.  
 
 Each spring, we host a workshop on Promotion and Tenure led by the Provost and oth-
ers involved in the promotion process at the campus level.  We also have hosted other work-
shops on topics such as (1) Faculty Roles in Governance at the Department and College Lev-
els and (2) Academic Boycotts of Israel.  Finally, our Academic Freedom and Tenure Commit-
tee provides counseling regarding individual promotion and tenure issues.   
  
 From time to time we issue policy statements on key issues.  For example, in 2013 we 
issued a recommendation concerning discontinuance of academic units, and in 2014- 2015 we 
issued statements concerning academic freedom and shared governance in the Salaita con-
troversy.  In the fall of 2015, we issued a statement on the proposed criminal background 
checks policy and, most recently, a resolution reaffirming our support for academic freedom 
and shared governance for all ranks of the tenure and non-tenure track teaching and research 
faculty.  We also called on the University to soon reach a contractual agreement with NTFC 
Local 6546, which represents UIUC non-tenure track faculty members. 
 


